         On  Maintaining  the  Character  of  Joshua  Tree
                                               By  David McChesney
                       President, Joshua Tree Highlands Owners Association

   Some of us move to Joshua Tree because it is a beautiful place which offers its 
residents an opportunity to escape the hustle and bustle associated with so 
many developed areas of Southern California.  Many of us once lived in heavily 
developed areas, where asphalt meets concrete, vistas are cluttered by 
telephone wires and horizons are something one sees when they have a chance 
to get out of town.  Often, the negative aspects of  population density and 
overdevelopment contribute to one’s decision to flee the city.
   Here, in Joshua Tree, we are blessed.  We share the best of both worlds.  The 
offerings of a unique natural landscape are commingled with adequate services 
found in the area.   Nestled against the doorstep of an amazing national park, 
Joshua Tree remains a short and safe distance from competing supermarkets, a 
Walmart, entertainment venues, medical, financial and home services, in addition 
to, dining establishments, libraries, museums and recreational opportunities.
   The “character” of Our Community provides  an identity which appeals to those 
who appreciate nature, outdoor enthusiasts, and a vast assortment of creative 
individuals.   The recently drafted Joshua Tree Community Plan  recognizes, 
supports  and encourages  resources such as The Hi-Desert Playhouse,  The 
Joshua Tree Music Festival,  The Gem and Mineral Jamboree,  Turtle Days,  the 
Wild West Coyote Fest, The Gram Fest and The Chuckwalla Music Festival.       
   The Community also has existing businesses that offer hiking and  climbing 
services and equipment to meet the needs of  residents and visitors who come to 
the national park from all parts of the world.

   Just as importantly, Our Community  appeals to folks who value a ‘small-town’ 
ethic.  A casual visit to a store, café or the post office serves to remind us all that 
we live in a very special place.  This ‘sense of community’ and its corresponding 
‘small-town courtesy’ is appreciated by those who have the good fortune to 
experience what we share and hold dearly.   It is, in itself, an attraction. 
    Those of us who possess a great love for Joshua Tree need to be aware that 
there are those among us who desire to change Our Community.  There are 
those who see a great potential for speculation and ‘profit-making’ by 
encouraging heavy development.  Property values have risen quite substantially 
in recent years and many Joshua Tree residents are, again, concerned that the 

efforts of these speculators will eat up open space and, eventually, change the
“character” of this Community.  Surely, Our Community will ‘develop’ and grow

on its own accord and we must scrutinized any and all efforts to ‘help it along.’
   The vast majority of residents notice the effects of growth in neighboring 
jurisdictions.  Increased traffic, crime, litter, noise and light pollution are  ever-
present residues which accompany heavy development no matter where it 
spreads.  The “build it and they will come” contingent doesn’t delve into the 
negative aspects of sprawl or development for development’s sake.  It is the 
responsibility of the citizenry to voice their concerns and exercise the right to 
vote.  Neighbors need to explore common values and talk about ways to protect 
their best interests.  It is also necessary and vital that the political leaders of a 
community be elected to their positions of representation. 
   In Joshua Tree, we face an attempt by some to install a limited government.  
The idea of this new Community Service District (CSD) is being promoted as a 
means to give us  greater local control over our future while providing protection 
from annexation.  I don’t believe that it would do either.  Any land that is not 
included in an incorporated city is subject to annexation.  A CSD does not 
guarantee protection from annexation and Joshua Tree is not ready for 
incorporation.  It has too few residents and doesn’t provide sufficient tax base 
revenues needed to support a city government.  Some local residents enjoy the 
Community concept and are in no hurry to grant “citydom.”  
   Claims that the formation of a CSD will give us greater local control are very 
misleading.  I believe that they are false claims.  If  the idea of a CSD ever made 
it to the ballot and voters granted its  approval,  we would succumb to the 
desires of unelected officials.  Our right to vote would be confined to the 
selection of Directors for a newly formed CSD.  These elected officials would 
have no say on issues having to do with the planned development of Joshua 
Tree.  The CSD would have no say over land use issues.  The political leadership 
and control over planning and development would lie in the hands of political 
appointees.  They would not be appointed by locally elected officials.  They 
would be appointed by the County Board of Supervisors. 
   Even the elected Board of Directors for a new CSD would have no powers of 
policy implementation.  They are required to appoint (or hire) a general manager 
(GM)  who would have policy implementation responsibilities.  The GM would 
have to be approved by a Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo).  The 
LAFCo members are also appointed, not elected by the voters.  I interpret this 
concept as diminished local self-determination.    Citizens of Joshua Tree deserve 
the inalienable right to elect their political leadership.  Last time I looked, this 
was still America! 
   We do have some caring, responsible and intelligent people involved in local 
government.  We need to determine “who” among them represents the 
Community Consciousness and elect them to meaningful positions in our local 
government.  We need candidates for local office to express their visions of the 
future.  Policy makers must be held accountable to Our Community or its 
“character” could be in jeopardy.  Additional information can be obtained by 
emailing  nojtcsd@earthlink.net .
